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Feed that Packs a Profitable Nutritional Punch

Running a profitable dairy

in the 215t century is nothing

like running a dairy ten, or
even five, years ago. It takes
expertise from all quarters.
In-depth knowledge of genet-
ics, nutrition, animal health,
production, marketing, and
business management make
the difference. It can be over-
whelming to do all it takes to
get the highest quality and
quantity of milk for the great-
est cost efficiency. Feed is
the single-most expense a

dairymen faces. And it is a
key component in dairy prof-
itability. In Washington state,
dairymen look to Williamson
Farms for feed expertise.
Williamson Farms is a pro-
ducer of top quality dairy
feed. They deliver feed stored
in Ag-Bag® bags (such as
corn silage and high moisture
ear corn or earlage, small
grain silages, and alfalfa hay-
lage) to area dairies. Their
business is solely about rais-
ing, harvesting, storing, and
delivering the

best passible
forages for
dairy cows.

Williamson
Farms grows
80% of what
they sell

to the dairies. The balance

is purchased standing in the

field from neighboring
farms. All the commodities
are delivered separately, but
the haylages are blended to
ensure a consistent product.
“We blend the haylage
based on independent lab

results for protein and ADE

and our own moisture test-
ing at the time of blending,”
said owner Eric Williamson.
“We look solely at what is
appropriate for a dairy
blend and achieve those
results.”

A consistent product is the
key to cows eating their
ration, according to William-
son. Their customers report
a 2-3 |b. per cow per day
increase in milk production
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WSU Research Proves Cows
Milk More on Bagged Feed

In a comparison of the nutritive value of corn
silage stored in a bunker silo or Ag-Bag® SYs-
tem, Dr. Joe Harrison, Professor, Dairy
Scientist and Extension Specialist, rep
results showing that COWS predueﬁd

Feed Out with Ease

A with all feed storage sys-
tems, it is very important to have
an appropriate base. The base
for a bag feed storage eyste:m
should be well drained with a
smooth surface. Suggested base
materials can include:

1. .Sand
2. Cement
3. 4-5" of Ag Lime

Cut the Ag-Bag® bag
open in a “U” shape as shown in
the photo. Mov- o
ing the loader to one end of the

plastic, drive the loader tires onto
 the plastic using

it as a base. With the :
loader bucket, loosen the silage

starting at the top of the bag. As
it loosens and falls on the plasti
use the ioader bucl







